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Catalyst:

Did He Make Over Katie Couric?

By Gronce GURLEY

Did she or didn't she? Did Kobie Couric, | “Katiereally hns notever worked exien-

co-hast of WBC's The: Today Shaw ind tele-
vispom s e 550 million womam, have her
image revamped last year by Monigomery
Frazier, self-described “image puru”™ ond

natty fixturs of Manhat-
nan nighilifieT
According to Vague,
ihe answoer is yes: “Fri-
glar persuaded her to
[ the bridge lines and
chunky, frumpy shpes™
the mognzing declaned
in its Seplemiber 200H 15-
gue, which raved abous
the anchoraoman s nes
loak, *Tmio the bin went
the peeudao-Chane] susis?
into the wardnoebe came
Burbery's check pencil
skirt with matching
purnp, lesther ensen-
bles by Tommy Hil-

figer, print dresses from Micole Milles,
spectator looks from Ralph Lauren, and
high-hesled mules by Celine.™

But through u spekeswoman, Ms, Couric
caiq] that Mr. Frazier never got near her mules.

MOMNTGOMERY FRAZIER

sivedy with Mr. Frazier, " smid Allison Gollust,
M. Couric™s publicist al The Tinday Showe
“We were not exsctly sure where Vogue
catme up wieh that,"

Mr. Frazicer snys he
doean’t mind ... well,
hemind a licike. He eaid
bez dicl three weeks of
work with M. Couric,
including n meeting in
ber office, phane enlls,n
shopping outing, ond
abont 100 ouefits that be
had 2=nt over from 10
different designers, He
snid he wis miroduced
i s Couric by bis pal,
the physical trainer
High Vohage, wha was
crediled i Vigne for
putting the Today Show
host thoough fowr * gru-

eling" workouts n wesk
“Wou know, whit can T say™ Mz Pri-
zier s, “lthink Tdid help Kntie, znd [ think
pther people in the fashion industry hnveno-
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- *Oh, Montgomery?!

What, you thought society ladies and celebs get dressed all by themselves? GEORGE GURLEY meets Montgomery Frazier,
umage guru to Grace Hightower, Mrs Kelsey Grammer and—shhihhhhh!—Katie Couric,

EoNTIHNUEDS FrnaoM PacEe 1
ticed it %o [don 1 see why she would take that nskamce, Yes, e hive
b limle 10 do with eachother. However, | was with her at a crucial
poanl, befone peopla noticed how she scamed 1o look

“FHer shoes are fnbulous now because [ sent her [don't Know how

rrny s, Aund the clothes are mach betier,” be continued, “5o i any-
||'Iil'l,!!. IF;|'.|:I:._-:;|h|-:I ki in ehse b, in tpre-wise, Butl'my ery u_-i|-
i vee abwout thal. | dbon 't et bo sy anything nepative shout Katie be-
canie | like her. She's ovely,™

I'.Ile.'l.'lllul Ulasewicr, ke |'\-||.--'.~I|,'Ju o H|||I'|.;||:\. Morth Amenca,
said that Mr, Fraoer “started fo pel Eoatie Cioiifie 180 sonme ol owar
e, She vwas o client theough Montgoemery, He came in nnd sow ouar
product and said, *You know what? [ think this would really be right
for Katie Counic.” She was
on Prople magazine with
one o He selected some
thil s o heer which she rar-
chased from us. And it fits
her style, We bove it! It was
B |I.1'.||I_|.' her wear our
thimgs. She sill does; the
other doyy she had our things
on, Don't you think she
books prea ™

|I!|.1||._l.' cse, Mr Franier
is buty wih 20 clients.
whom ke talks o o5 olien as
five times o day, They in-
clude a few sociery lndies,
Journalist, the chief execy-
tive of o larpe corpomtion
and some Hollywond wives
wih wanl carcers.

“People like me make
MNew York go around,”™ he
snid. "We're called “culn-
Iysts " We help develop new
people, places and things
That's exacily what 1°m
about, Do 1 think I"ve ever
received (ke credit §deserve ! Mot neally™

He sud bhe can be tough pn b clients. Ox his &dvieetun be sam
ii;i.' “Wienr o H:l - WAl u.!?l- |I|. :|| r whaie- | -'._."J.“_l!._'u. Rt tlian.™
O "t Feefiovmifortahie - b i and have fan iongghi: You'ne go-
g 10 koak beversd ™ CHien, be said, thats all o clsent needs 1o hear

He charpes 5400010 6 000 0 moeh, or S50 an boue, A peraonal
shopping diy costs $200, =11 it's a celebrivy and [ wam 1o work wath
them, I"'m very Mexible.” he smid. =1 mnot an ssshole and [ don'tetch
things imto stome.™

O @ recent afierison, Mre, Franer was cading cog au vin af La
Goulue on the Upper East Skde. A1 42, he i lithe, with blond hair
and a pink complexion. He was decked out in 2 brown tweed suil,
an Arman swealer vest, o cnshmeere swesler ond g silk scal he™d
besughe in Hadi

"Dl you meei the owner, the blond kady ™ he sasd. “She's neally
kowedy, This is & cool place because the food is always greal, they
trent you really wedl. and [ ieel [Eke Dolly Levi when [eome bere, [e's
kike, ‘Hello, Diadly?" | love tha becavse theyre always like, “Oh,
Mot prmery!™

Ml Froeser i currenly sty ol High Viltape s spestmeni—"a primce
inenle,” he sod. He moved in kst fll, sohen be was mving 1o get over
bt “dhrvorce” froem a wenlthy boyfriend, aningenior designer be'd lived
withina “very grand” palatial icsamnbouse on East 67th Street

He mentionesd & client: Grace Hightower, Robert De Nim's soon-
io-bee ex-wile, whio was lowaki i boy b resnvented, Rather than wiie
atell-all book—a “cheesy” iden—he sugpested she write o children's
baook, 5o she’s working on that.

“Withmry elients, ma bit Svengali-like,” he suid *1'm alwarys on
the phone wath sow-ancl-sin o soeand-sic % Tk, 1 just pod this and | don'i
knonw what locko,” Al 10 be Bk, “Well, why' ane you making such
a big issue out of 0"

Another chiemt is Camalle Grammmar, wile of Frasier star Kelsey
Grammar. They et hack when Mr. Fruoser was giving fashion ad-
wioe Lo ST TV amd M=, Gromemar was adancer on o show calbad Tl
MTV. When Camalle and Kelsey mamied, Mr. Frazser dyed his own
hair purple. bl piek and mageita for the wedding

‘Kelsey ust adones Moy, Ms. Grammear said

Last autumn, while spending the weekend with the Grammars
their o outside Woodstock, N Y. My Fraser gave Ms. Gram
mar some caneer odvice. She hod sasd be wanted 1o skar prosduc-
iAE A ics.

“l sad, '“'L'||.“h:-' don't we think abowt o lil"l:_' a mase on the
CTeakr MV s anad ke i ameald feel-good dhinee movae? And have
Kelsey produce it said Mr. Frarier, “ And Kelsey thoughi the iden
WIS Tl S0 | don't know where that s eoing lopo”

A wadler appenred il handed him a phone,

“How d they know | was here™ he =nid

Before: still-perky Katie
Coaric (n 20000,

SMowmcosiERy Frarser ceEw vr sLL ovER THE LS, HIS FATHER

—

wis an Air Force man: his mother was Beautiful and, be sasd, “in
- II:-J1|'II} e, & snct disciplinanan.” Cnce when he was 7, he was
Ii|_.'!||.|1|'5 wilh has older brother ard broke an I'\Fh_'ihi'.l_" COrame
tmpitbad bus Enther had just brought home from Japan, S0 his mother
broke the other one aver :‘-ELIII':_'_- 'z head. V1 eamned never oo oo that
agnin!” he said.

When he was 9, they Bived in Ontanio, Canada. Monty was Inke
b schio] @ day, £0 he look a shortcut through a frozen marsh and
fedl theouagh some sce. He nearly died of hypothermin

In high schiool in Coloro, be sas on the student council and
dubbed “Mr, Popular™ “All the jocks wanted bo know why, for
s strange. ines plicable nexson, ol the prettiest girls in schood hap-
pened bo hang around me,”™ he sabl. “Hmme ... makes yoi won-
der, doesn'rit™

He zaid he eradunbed early and ke a eervous bresikdown bo jred
away inm home, spending six weeks |n|;h:]|u-.pi ial.

He finally came home, but not for long: One day whsen bis par-
cnis were oul shopping, he convinced his next-toor netphbors o whisk
b off 1o 3 hotel, where e poldrnmk on L'Iu';p wine, Then he lefi
Lo i fever '\.'I'.\'|'|I'h.j'|t|,|'l,,1ll'h;|:_'.||l'| | nI'L-n'n_'_I:'quu_ﬂ.nnu_-ﬂ]qurm
don’t work out.” he said.

He lived t'-:lh'llihpj-.nl.q.|1.1:|'n.'| i a raneti i Phoenix and hooked
up witha local modeling agency, “That's where | started discover-
mg exactly who | wos" he snid. He got a job with Hyant bocels, fira
i Phoenix amd then in Los Angebes, whene be spent o yeas hanging
around the sons .||'|..‘!l.|.|u:_'I|:|.'|'-l.|r Famones peopde, In 1982, he con
vinced Hyan to ransfer him o New York, where he shacked up
'.L'i!.|1l'-'--:'~|!|:|:' gueens whio ook him o Stodio 54, He was [9

1 weas Ehe mew Ked in fownl™ he soid. One ol 1the first qu_'|||'|||_' &
et in Manhagian was the infamous an dealer Andrew Cnspo, who
copvinced him 1o scrap his firsname (Ronald) and go wath his

“People like me make New York go around. We're called ‘catalyst": Mont

gml:r,'r Frazier

pracklhe o, 5o he ncually was Kind of & mentor for me—scary, when
you (hink absout it sakd Mr. Frazier,

M. Crispo went onirial & few yeans laber for the S M- related deathi
of one his Hampions hoise guests, Eigel Yesti. Mr. Fraoer had been
spending weekends at the Hampions house, and he had 10 besiify

Al the timee, Mr. Frozier was working his way up o public-rela-
tions director for the rendy SoHo boutique Parachute, “That's
where [ learned that a look is very important.” he said, Madonna
wiould come in all the time 1o read the magarines

In 1988, he became wardrobe stylist for Cheb MTV, which was
hosted by *Downtown”™ Julie Brown,

“He was a force, ™ said Ms, Brown, now a full-time mother in Los
Angeles. “He definitely brought fashion io MTV. He opened a lot
of doors, especially for new designers.”

“MTV was s1ill in its cool stage,” Mr. Fruser saicl. 1 was thene
during the golden age of MTV, The 80's were o high point for
me—1 was Mr, MTV

He dressed Ms. Brown, be said. in “the most ndiculous out-
fits,” which “months later you'd see in videos, So we did influ-
ence the way divas look 1oday, 1"'m somy. And | will take creda
for thai.”

He left MTV in 1992 and spent some time al o downtown mag-
arine called Project X, which was backed by nightclub owner Pe-
ier Gatien.

=80 that was my renegade, poctamal, star-of-the-downtown-
world days,” said Mr. Frazier. He avoided drugs. 1 only drank
champagne. 'm a bit of a glamouwr boy, nght'? 1" ve alwiys b an
uptons boy downiown.

(% ANOTIHIER RECEST AFTER=OON, Mi. FRAZER was I8 THE TEA

rosoam &t the Carlyle Hotel. He was weaniig o grag sun '|'til:|'|_'_--'.'| low

JLEEE MLk

window pane, i lavencler sweader vest with madching lavender e
arud o pir.L-:.n.t-u.]uh'--.rri p-,'LI A0 =hert

Mext b him was o client, Barbam Conroy. who was weanng o
beopard-skin jacket over o black outfit that would fit nght inona
ski slope. Ms. Conroy, an Emmy Awoard-winning TV joamalist,
hiad recently been divorced and wanied back into jowmalsm

Me. Fracsier nells her wiat to- wear | Donna Baran, Carodina Hermen,
anil o inone Mary MeFadder), and <he bngrodiuces him o people

He wanis her 5 owmie o ook called Sty Cranires, Seven Yers
and pet o senous TV chal shoae, Becenily, he st her o a makeug amisl

=] weani Barbors to get a new kind of peeleite,” he tand, “ s e
sfidcy thee-colors thal ape mone approgwiaie Torher hairookor o and whene
abe 1% in her cancer o [1°'s aboul lonarchang Harbar § '-':||-'_'- s n
bramd nome. Farst of all,
thene's no redhesd on o pel
wiork. | mean, Barbara Wal
lers s more blond, habe s
Mond. Diane Sawwer i
blonid_ Dbsorah Moralle i
bond, Paula Zahn is blond
They 're all blond! There &
nonecdbenc, | e, Camitalone
on fhal | saidd, “Always be
}uu*-cll.-.l-.l:l'l Iy i il ik the
otheer person. There's alrexdy
sormchody else. He Harbara
Be n umigque creaure,”

*1 hate the word faba-
bours, ™ e contimed. [Tl say,
s bevonnd ... hil 1% sodwe-
wrsd,” | kv loexgea mysell
"o very animaled when |
|| WE ST ._-;l g ] nuthless
when | kate something. | can
ey By, WETY

Laner that night, it wasoff

1o Ehe Skh burtl I|.|.|:\- eIy ol

After: va=v=vievoomn Ratle

Couric at a Golden Globe '}'!:":"':';"r ;.;I ;I"'“ H*"-':*I-'If'
+ i / ; 5 BRI ITOWS., =
party l-Ji.].JIlI.I.lE]- 2002, :'1.1.|:-\.i|.|'.|.-_'| Mpdam—being

beld at the Bubble Lounge in [nbeca

He knew ihe bar's manager, Billy Lope

W were the young, Beauthful Boys whioused 1o goio STudo 34,
said M, Lope, "W were the fresh voung meal sl we it had o be
beauiiful I wos nnice erp=—we dudnt have o actually know how b
oy anvythiing. Bt we tumied ol greal i, bedidl Wi ne not drg ad-
alicts; we're nok dead.”

“[ always have the feeling that he's adescendant of the English
royal family,” soid Fares Rizk, o belly-dancing drag queen whi
once painied Mr, Frazier's portrait, “The way be puts himself to-
gether with the cap, the cane, that’s what be looks like—like a
voung English gentleman. He also advises me on how 1 shoubd
appear ot ihe next ey

“When Sydney imvaiod me, she waas ratiling o the gisset 1™ said
Edwand T. Caillaghan, 3 severth-generation New Yorker, publicis and
dandy. 1 todd a friend., “The only one L1 have iocompele within the
"‘i-l-'||:1:'|-'?.||"\-|"'lrlhll o QPEd 1% poang 10 b :'|.I||II":. | juesi b I_'|'l'|‘| b fnficd
I brushed Ixis cheek and [ saic po ham, ' How dene o
1 kemorey beca ol o e, ] wehny'
my style guide. He's a yecing Eye dop for everyoms oul there.”

[ think he's the most siylish ... he has the best inste in New
York," said ihe birthelay giel, M. Biddle

Then it was iime iohead 1o a Harper & Hazaar pamy mihe YWesl
20°s, Mr. Fracier wasn'i on the guest hist, bt pablicist Susan Ma-
grin nppeared amdl whisked him in

Inside, he danced with two women

“He b5 lkoe an enigma,™ sid Vivian Bemal, an actness aned made]
*He Lnlm\.ul.'ur}111-||:.:|l'u!:-{'l i’s like mo o knows who he is. Bul
everyone knows who e is . .. ITMontgomeny Framer was asright
man, be woukd be the fdead hishand for any soman i New York"

“Nowa that | see him doing this, 1 think be definitel v is siraight,”
said Marper & Bazrar fashion direcior Mary Alice Stephemson
“He"s mid clancing like o gay puy, CLRT

Then we headed bo the alter-party next-door st Lot &1

Actor Alon Cumming was introduced to Mr. Frazier, “He's
svehe,” Mr. Cumming said. “Trim. He's like a hedge that’s
trimme. He needs to get fucked up the arse,

Christinn Leone, the 30-year-old head of public relations for
Halsiom, said he met Mr Fradser [owr years Gpo 31 o party

“He was the quintessential dandy,” Mr, Leone said. *1'd nev
er seen anvone dressed like that in my life, He had a cang He
had a, like, three -quarter velvet jackel. Yery Oscar Wilde, 50 a
Frsersl of mine amd | went up to lim; we were immgeed, We hearnd
he was stylist, and he waid, “Mo, I'ma fasheon gune Ansd we were
like. “What is a fshion saro™ He's like, 10 very different’. . it's
VETY favinwed.”

Iewas 1230 a.m. My, Frozser got s first dond
whipe wime. "1 always wanbed fo b !"" oiar” e sl Bl | e so
buasy helping big stars that 1 never had the timeto work on my self.”

rekim be o sl

g o Jockang like you"ne 257 He's
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